
 

 

     Need a place to  

rest your head and 

your pipes?  Look no 

further, we can help!  

Check out this link 

for some fantastic 

places to stay in 

downtown 

Washington, close to 

all the fun, food and 

entertainment! 

 

www.visitwashmo.com/stay. html  

 

 

 

 

 

Corner of Front & Cedar 

(400 W. Front Street) 

Washington, MO 

63090 

Check us out on ,  or          for updates! 

https://www.corncobpipe.com 

 Come celebrate 

150 years with us! 
 

 

636.239.2109 

pipes@corncobpipe.com  
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    Free factory tours to see the corn 

cob pipe manufacturing process on both 

Friday & Saturday, every 20 minutes 

from 9am-2pm for guests aged 10 

years & older. 

    Museum & Retail Store will be open, 

offering a wide variety of corn cob 

pipes, fine tobaccos, accessories for all 

of your pipe smoking needs, along with 

apparel, gifts & souvenirs. 

 

April’s Saturday Events,        

starting @ 2pm: 

   Live local music talents:         

Shotgun Creek (2-6pm)                

Burnt Whiskey (6-10pm) 

     Monkey Bus from 2-6pm 

     Balloon Twisting 

     Food & Drink Vendors 

     Follow us on FaceBook, Instagram          

& YouTube for updates and more info!                             

 

       

    Washington, Missouri has long been known as 
the Corn Cob Pipe Capital of the World.  Missouri 
Meerschaum was the first major producer of corn 
cob pipes and now, we’re the last.  It all began 
with our founder, a Dutch immigrant, by the name 
of Henry Tibbe.  Originally a woodworker, he 
began to produce corn cob pipes in 1869.  Legend 
has it that a farmer asked Henry to turn a pipe out 
of a corn cob on his lathe.  Soon, Henry was 

spending more time making pipes for his 
customers than on his woodworking, pushing him 
into full time production of corn cob pipes. 

Why the name Meerschaum, you ask?  

Meerschaum is a German word for “sea foam”, an 
apt description for the light, porous Turkish clay 
used in high grade meerschaum pipes.  Tibbe 
likened his light, corn cob pipes with their cool 
smoke to that of the more expensive meerschaum 
pipes, calling them “Missouri Meerschaums”, and 
the nickname stuck! 

In 1878, Tibbe patented his process of filling the 
outside of the cob with a plaster mixture created 
with the help of his chemist friend, Otto Muench, 
and sales skyrocketed.  In 1907, the H. Tibbe & 
Son Co. became the Missouri Meerschaum 
Company, the name we all know and love today. 

A nationwide distribution system was soon 
established for the pipes and, due to the 
popularity of the corn cob pipe, other pipes firms 
began to emerge.  Between the turn of the 
century and 1925, there were as many as a dozen 
corn cob pipe factories in Franklin County alone, 

most in Washington near the Missouri River.   

Ownership changed hands in 1912 when the 
company was purchased by Edmund Henry Otto.  
It remained in the Otto family for over 60 years, 

with Edmund’s son Carl and grandson, Steve.  In 
1988, it was purchased by the present owners, 
Michael Lechtenberg, Robert Moore and Larry 
Horton.  Today there are about 35 employees 
working for Missouri Meerschaum.  We offer 35 
different shapes and variations of corn cob pipes 
and produce, on average, about 3,000 pipes per 
day.  We ship to every U.S. state and to around 70 
countries worldwide, shipping approximately 
700,000 corn cob pipes a year! 

 

 

 

 Our 150th Anniversary Celebration will  

be filled with music, food, spirits, fun and 

corn cob pipes!  Join us as we celebrate      

with longtime friends and create lasting  

memories with new ones.  

 

 Should you have questions, or just   

need directions, don’t hesitate to  

contact us! 

 

1.800.888.2109                                                             

pipes@corncobpipe.com 

 

~your friends at Missouri     

Meerschaum 

 


